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President’s Message
By Mary Francis

Summer is here; I can tell by the temperatures. But
I’m enjoying my air-conditioning!
I would like to thank again, all the ladies who
attended and gave the “make it and take its” at the
women’s club event on April 27. I know you all
worked hard to make it pleasant for them.
Looking forward, we have our fun “Sea Gals”
painting presented by Judi Arntz in May. I hope
you all can make it to Judi’s program. It promises
to be lots of fun!
In June, we will have our mentoring day with the
unpainted supplies auction. I have found that to be
loads of fun with us painters vying for the best and
neatest bargains around! Carol Brown as
auctioneer promises to have us all in stitches! Fun!
Fun! Fun! Remember, you will be starting the day
with the mentoring program and right after the
auction, you may continue to work on your
painting.
Each month, we will have a short “Education”
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presentation. Kathy Murphy-Childs has graciously
agreed to head up this committee. You may be
asked to do a short, 5 minute presentation on
decorative art. Please join us in learning more about
our passion.
Kathy has also taken on the task of our December
event, with Decorative Dollars being an important
part. Those teacup raffles are always loads of fun!
Can’t wait to see what she has planned!
I hope to see you all in May!
There will be a short board meeting prior to
the May business meeting.

By Kathy Murphy-Childs

Several of you probably remember when Dawn
Wurst started a short education section to our
monthly meeting. These bits of information were
interesting, but things faded away after a couple
months.
I am hoping to get things started again, so I will
volunteer this month. How does five minutes of
information sound? I picked five minutes, because
it's just enough time to talk about a great painting
technique, share a new product, or just talk about
an upcoming art show; anything that you feel the
group might want to know about.

Think about it and let me know if you would like to
take on five minutes.

See Kathy and sign up
to share some of your
knowledge with your fellow
painters at a future chapter
meeting!
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Earn $5 Decorative Dollars!
By Kathy Murphy-Childs

Members who attended the ODA meeting in April,
discussed the importance of wearing name tags to
each meeting, but all agreed that it is usually the last
thing on our minds when leaving the house on
Saturday morning. So, as incentive to motivate us to
dig through those desk drawers and glove boxes, we
came up with an plan: Each time a member wears
her name tag to a meeting, she receives $5
decorative dollars.

May Raffle Item

"Now, what am I going to do with all those
decorative dollars," you may be asking yourself.
Well, you are going to spend them, of course! At
least every other month, we will have a decorative

dollar raffle for members attending the meeting,
Pictured above is a photo of our May raffle item,
donated by Debbie Smith and painted by Beth
Browning.

Ways & Means Update
By Jean Zawicki

These weeks really slip away faster and faster.
Summer is just beginning, and our Creative
Container Luncheon & Auction on September
21st is just a wink away!
Our surface & supply auction is just around the
corner...at the June meeting. Hope everyone is
doing a little inventorying to bring some hot items
to offer. Proceeds go to ODA and what you might
have lost interest in painting...might be just what
someone else was waiting for! When showing Mary
my stash, she spotted something right away. Spent
my
morning
organizing
and
providing
accompanying patterns for some of my things, but
I’m sure there will be things someone else brings
that I won’t be able to live without to take their
place. Won’t it be fun to see what treasures we can
find while still having fun painting our Creative
Containers or whatever else you want to work on.
What a bonus to have lunch and spend some time
getting to know each other better, especially our
newer members! I’m sure Barbara will have more in
the newsletter about this fun event. I can hardly
wait.
While you’re thinking about your September
containers and lunches be sure to remember you’ll
need to list lunch content in case of food allergies.

Also, don't forget that each of you was asked to
create one small “theme basket” for our silent
auction. You can bring your theme basket to a
meeting anytime you get it completed unless it
contains perishables.
Tickets will now be available at meetings at $15 per
seat from Jean or Jill. Please try to plan ahead and
purchase your own or sell tickets as soon as
possible. Seating is limited and we hope you will all
honor the ticket sales cut-off of the August 17th
meeting. This will give the committee time to plan
an extra table if needed. Friends, co-workers and
family will enjoy the event as much as we do...so
pick up a 1/2 page flyer at any meeting that lists
various items for the event to help you to explain
things to yourself and others. If you get excited
about participating...so will they! If you have
questions, call or e-mail Jean.

calendars::
Mark your calendars
Creative Container Luncheon & Auction
September 21st
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April Secretary’
Secretary’s Report

THIS MONTH’S BIRTHDAYS!

By Nan Paras

Andrea Scott – May 14
The general meeting of the Osceola Decorative Artists was
called to order by our President, Mary Francis @
10:09am.

Karen Allen – May 29
Nan Paras – May 30

Treasurer’s Report – Carol Brown made a motion we
accept the report as printed in the April newsletter. Karen
seconded. Motion carried.
Secretary’s Report – Carol Brown made a motion we
accept. Deanna Spence seconded. Motioned carried.
Upcoming Programs & Seminars – Barbara Layton - N/A
Hospitality – Lynn Ingersoll stated nothing was needed.
Charity –Debbie Smith was not present. It was asked that
we bring in items to add to the hope boxes we donate to
Help Now of Osceola County. They are in need of books
for adults & children. Carol Brown suggested something
be put in the newsletter, to once again discuss what they
do & what items they are in need of.
Publicity – Theresa McCrillis wasn’t present. Barbara
Layton stated she has sent Theresa some information to
review and possibly use.
Decorative Dollars – Kathy Murphy-Childs reminded
everyone she has the book and explained how it works.
Membership – Jill Terrell shared with us that she has a
disc that has our by-laws, membership forms and member
list on it. It was suggested it be given to Deanna Spence to
give to our internet person to add to our website. That
way we can direct our new members to go there when
they join. Also our regular members can go there at any
time to review bylaws and lookup member information.
Sunshine – Marsha Lamb was not present.
Ways & Means – Jean Zawicki discussed the June
unpainted surfaces & supplies auction. Went over the
September creative container auction, make it & take it,
and basket silent auction.
Education – Kathy Murphy-Childs. Nothing new. Barbara
Layton made a motion to strike the statement ‘image
transferring is a suggestion for our January meeting’ out
of the Education section of the March minutes. After a
short discussion it was seconded.

New Business:
Christmas Party – Kathy Murphy-Childs & Jill Terrell has
taken on the task of getting some information for the
Christmas party. Maybe cater it in @ the Center or go out
to lunch. Will report back next month.
Workshop or Program – Discussion on how we can
distinguish them. We thought of Member Workshop
(internal) $15.00; Special workshop – Outside artist;
Seminars – 2 days. We will bring it to the members to
vote on it next month. Also to vote on when the members
want to have the cutoff date for signups, the month
before or have it be the at the teachers discretion.
Name tags – we discussed wearing name tags – whether
it be a club name tag or any name tag. Be rewarded $5
Decorative dollar for wearing it. Jean Zawicki made a
motion that we encourage everyone to wear a name tag
& be rewarded. We will vote at a later date on what type
of name tag. Jill Terrell seconded.
Show & Tell:
Barbara Layton brought in her pencil drawing.
Nan Paras brought in her ink & acrylic light house
drawing.
Jean Zawicki showed her strawberries glass sun catcher
Kathy Murphy-Childs showed her new scarf
Adjournment –There being no further business, Barbara
Layton made a motion to adjourn. Karen Allen seconded.
Meeting adjourned.
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2013 Board Members

Show and Tell

President
President
Mary Francis

Have you recently completed a project at home, at a seminar,

First Vice President
Barbara Layton

please bring that item to an ODA chapter meeting and share it

Second Vice President
Jill Terrell

at a convention, at another chapter, etc.? If the answer is YES,
during the “Show and Tell” portion of our meeting!
Why should you share your projects? There are many reasons
and the following are just a few:
•

Secretary
Nan Paras

It keeps us all up to date on what is new and exciting
in the painting industry.

•

It motivates chapter members to complete their own
projects.

Treasurer
Deanna Spence
Ways & Means Chair
Jean Zawicki

•

Board Member at Large
Sandi Byers

introduces

other

members

to

•

It allows you to share new techniques learned at
seminars and/or conventions.
YOU EARN DECORATIVE DOLLARS!

So, everyone look through the projects you have recently
completed, pick out a couple of your favorites, and bring them
along to the next chapter meeting and share with your fellow
members.

We’re on the Web!
Visit us at:
www.osceoladecorativeartists.com

May Hospitality Sign-Up
Drinks – Jean Zawicki
Dessert – Nan Paras
Greeter -- ???

different

artists/teachers and different painting styles.

•
Newsletter Editor
Deanna Spence

It

When will you be able
to buy raffle tickets,
but have no idea what
the prize is?
Tickets will be available
soon!
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2014 SDP Conference Class Submissions
Would you like to teach a class at the 2014 SDP
Conference in San Diego? The SDP Teachers
Committee is now accepting submissions for
classes. The deadline for class submissions is
Friday, June 21.
Four, six, and eight hour classes that offer a variety
of skill levels, mediums, and unique designs in all
categories are being sought.
The 2014 Teacher’s Kit is available now online at
decorativepainters.org. All the information you
need, including deadlines, guidelines, and tips on
cost analysis, is available. Download the
information and then submit your project(s) for
consideration by the SDP Teachers Committee.
Don’t delay–Friday, June 21, is the deadline for
project submissions to be received in the SDP

ODA Meeting Information
ODA meetings are the 3rd Saturday of each month at
the Osceola Center for the Arts, 2411 E. Irlo Bronson
Memorial Highway (St. Rd. 192), Kissimmee, FL
34744.
The business meeting starts at 10:00 am and is
followed

by

a

painting

program/workshop. We

generally “brown bag” our lunch with drinks and a
dessert provided by different members.
Guests are welcome to attend a meeting to see what
we are all about before deciding on membership.
Chapter membership is open to all members of
Society of Decorative Painters. You can find more
information on SDP at decorativepainters.org. ODA
chapter dues are currently $15/year.
ODA

Board

meetings

for

2013

will

be

held

immediately before the general meetings, beginning
at 9:00 AM. All Board members are asked to make
every effort to attend these meetings. Any other
chapter members interested in attending the board
meetings are welcome to sit in.

office for the 2014 Conference. All projects
submitted must be new and never taught or
published—and must remain so until the
Conference begins. Keep in mind that a photo
submitted on CD-R is preferred for the selection
process. However, standard glossy photos will also
be accepted.
If you are a student, please encourage your favorite
teacher to submit a project!
Lisa Curry, education coordinator, is available to
answer any questions. Don't hesitate to contact her
at lisa@decorativepainters.org or (316) 269-9300
ext. 104.
Hope to see you in San Diego!
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Time to Get Organized!
From Kingslan & Gibilisco Decorative Arts Blog
It seems that artists work in a wide variety of

There will be times when projects must be kept

spaces,

homes,

out as they are a work in progress. That doesn’t

kitchens, studios and dedicated workspaces

mean, however, that these projects need to be a

(part of a home office, a craft room, corner of

mess. Set them aside (or designate a “work in

the basement, and so on). It doesn’t matter

progress” area of your workspace).

where these projects are completed; some

Keep work surfaces as clear as possible. Many

semblance of order is necessary. This is true for

artists would rather keep their studios looking

both the hobbyist and professional artist. How

like an art supply bomb went off in them, and

can organization occur without overwhelming?

that’s fine. View other artists’ studios though,

•

•

including

Clear

corners

the

of

clutter:

their

in

“Mission

and it can easily be seen how the need for

Organization” style, designate piles of

organization is being achieved. Don’t overdo it

things to keep, to donate and to throw

and wind up stifling creativity. Also don’t use

away. Artists tend to keep a lot of what’s

organization as a means to skip working. If this

considered worthless by others but some

is your style, stick to that 15 minutes per day.

of it really is worthless.

Each artist has his or her own definition of

Find shoeboxes, small containers, bags

what’s neat and organized. Follow what’s right

or whatever else works for you to store

for you!

various supplies.
•

Fill a basket with “action items” used
most often during projects. Keep this
basket in a prominent area of the
workspace.

•

Store completed projects on easels, flat
files or in portfolios.

•

Keep lists handy for supplies, to-do

ODA Chapter Cloisonné Pins are

items, project progress and deadlines.
•

To complete your organizational tasks,
set

aside

15

minutes

per

day

to

organize. Once your space is finished,
keep the 15 minutes per day to maintain
this new organization.
How

else

can

maintenance

occur

without

becoming overwhelming?
This is a “what I learned in Kindergarten” type
situation:

put

materials

away

after

you’re

finished using them. After the workspace has
been organized, each item should have a home.
This is where items need to remain when not in
use.

still available for $10 each. Get
yours today!

